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Cindy Tonkin invites you to Patchwork and Stories
Her first solo exhibition of mainly abstract collage and mixed media
works on paper - opened by Adrienne Crouch

If you've always thought you'd like
to try your hand at something
artistic, but thought it was too late,
consider the case of Cindy Tonkin,
who is having her first solo art
exhibition at the age of 40, having
been "learning” art for only 2
years.

She enrolled in a summer school, and
when the class she chose was not avail-
able, found herself "accidentally" in a
mixed media class with Adrienne
Crouch, a prominent Sydney art teacher.
In the 10 day summer school she discov-
ered a latent talent for collage - sticking
pieces of paper to others pieces of paper
and creating beauty. Since then she has
taken weekly classes, and has become
almost obsessed with making beauty
from paper.

“I’ve never done art classes before, I did a
little patchwork quilting, but I never fin-
ished them - the interesting part was
always the front!”.  Finding that collage
is a lot like patchwork was her inspira-
tion for the title of this exhibition -
Patchwork and Stories.

Patchwork and Stories is Cindy’s first
solo exhibition. It will be at the Ewart

Gallery in the Workshop Arts Centre, 33
Laurel Street, Willoughby from February
6 to 20.  Everyone is welcome to come to
the opening night on February 6th 2004
between 6 and 8pm. Cindy will also be in
the gallery on Saturday 7 and 14 February,
from 10 to 3, and will be reading stories to
any children present.

The exhibition features a series of banner-
like art works in browns and greys, which
are 60cm wide and more than 2 metres
high. Although they are abstract they
seem to tell a stories.  There are also some
striking portraits, ranging in size from life
size to two metres square. The works are
predominantly paper and glue, with some
pencil, paint and ink.  You will also find a
few patchwork quilts (made of paper and
glue) in various hues, and a little assem-
blage (from a most recent summer school).
Assemblage involves using recycled and
found materials and "assembling" them
into works of art.

The exhibition will be opened by
Adrienne Crouch who has taught and
mentored Cindy’s short but prolific
“career”. 

If you'd like your kids to know more about
art, but find galleries a little too quiet and
stuffy, bring them along to see Cindy's
Patchwork and Stories on Saturday 7 or 14
February and she'll not only let them
make a noise and touch the exhibits, she'll
also read them a story.

In her non-artistic life, Cindy runs her
own consulting and training business, and
is the author of more than 5 books.

You can pre-view some of the art works
online at
w.members.optusnet.com.au/cindyart.

Email Cindy directly 
cindy@cindytonkin.com, or call her
mobile 0412 135 426

Exhibition runs from 6 to 20 February 2004 weekdays 10 - 4
Saturday 10 - 3 

Ewart Gallery
33 Laurel Street Willoughby NSW 

See some work already online at
www.members.optusnet.com.au/cindyart 

Cindy is available for interview or photographs in the week prior
to the exhibition. Please call Cindy on her mobile to arrange a
time 0412 135 426, or email cindy@cindytonkin.com 

above: Whether - 27 x
39cm and above right:
Truck II 48 x 39 cm - both
from the Industrial Series.

On the business card
enclosed is a part of
Russian piece, 40 x 30cm,
also from the Industrial
series.  

These works are all mixed
media - collage, paint,
coloured pencil and ink on
paper.


